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Alleluia! Christ is Risen! [The Lord is risen, indeed. Alleluia!]  It’s good to be here this morning, 

worshiping as brothers and sisters in the faith, sharing the good news together, and sharing the 

Risen Jesus in the sacrament of Holy Communion, the meal of community—also known as The 

Holy Eucharist, the meal of Thanksgiving. 

For ten years All Saints’ and Emmanuel congregations have been in a special partnership with 

one another because a tiny band of Lutherans was looking for a place to worship and found 

welcome in this place. As the years have moved along, we’ve not only shared a building, but 

we’ve shared Christ together in worship.  

Last night, I had the privilege of helping with the Easter Vigil where, as part of the Good News, 

Father Tom shared his experience and enthusiasm with the full-blown, hours long Vigil of his 

years in seminary. When the Easter morning sun made its appearance through the window the 

shouts of alleluias and “Christ is Risen” were accompanied by every instrument imaginable. 

Even the pots and pans came out, not for preparing covered dish, as the Lutherans might do, but 

in order to literally “let every instrument be tuned for praise,” as the hymn proclaims.   

So we are here together in worship, in praise of the God whose love is so powerful that not even 

death could get in the way. We’re here to proclaim the story that makes us church together, 

through the words, this morning, of Matthew’s gospel.  Matthew’s account is relatively brief; in 

fact, in this last chapter of Matthew’s gospel, just beyond this account we close out the story with 

Jesus sending his followers to the ends of the earth in the words of The Great Commission.    

Yet even in this brief account, we are treated to an earthshaking event. There is an earthquake, 

the rolling away of the stone from the tomb, guards frozen like dead men, and the appearance of 

a heavenly being.  

And the first witnesses to proclaim the good news are the Marys who come to the tomb: Mary 

Magdalene and “the other Mary”—whose identity is not absolutely certain, though some have 

suggested possibly the mother of Jesus. But it is not about who the witnesses are, but rather what 

they do with the news. They are the first witnesses to the Resurrection. You see, the stone was 

moved away, not to let Jesus out, but to let the witnesses in. “He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He 

has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him.’” 

As they make their way from the tomb, Jesus appears to them on the road, with a matter-of-fact: 

“Greetings!” And they fell down and hugged his feet in a mixture of worship and fear. Jesus told 

them two things: “Do not be afraid” and “Go and tell the others.” 

Wow! Jesus makes it sound so simple. Yet the truth is, humans can really complicate things. It’s 

a wonder the message ever made its way out.  Thank God for inspiring the witnesses: filling 

them with the spirit to go forth, even in the midst of confusion, doubt, and fear. You see, we 

don’t need to be stifled; we don’t need to be frozen.  Fear and joy are not opposites, but can 

happen side-by-side.  Likewise with doubt and faith. Saint and sinner.  Those closest to Jesus 

were not insulated from hurt or pain or worry or doubt, but found that Jesus, who promised to be 
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with them even to the end of the age (as this chapter concludes), was the Lord who would stand 

beside them, no matter what. The good news of Jesus being raised is the assurance that we don’t 

have to go it alone. And the Risen Christ is beyond human dimension and imagination—meaning 

that for those who follow, and even for many who do not, Jesus will meet us in the midst of the 

best and the worst that happens in our lives. 

Nothing can stand in the way of the power of creation and redemption, even the power over 

death and the grave. So, God can and does work in unexpected ways; and the One who became 

flesh and lived among us will indeed appear in our midst, often in the times, places, and people, 

we least expect.  

Quoting George Bernard Shaw, The Episcopal Church’s Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, at 

Easter Vigil last year*, praised the God of “Why not?”—the God whose vision of human 

potential continually exceeds our expectations. In a society that only considered men to be 

credible witnesses, the first missionaries are the women who saw, heard the good news, and 

shared the message. Without their witness, Curry notes, we probably wouldn’t be in this place 

right now. And so it continued through the ages, with each determined visionary who wouldn’t 

settle for asking “why” things are, but rather asked “why not” do a new thing, the never thought-

of, the never tried before. And so we ask ourselves, as Easter people: Why not use the message, 

the gifts and abilities, and the opportunities we have to bring a little more heaven to earth? 

The church in worship is the beginning of greater things to happen. We will be blessed with the 

Easter blessing and sent forth in peace: being swift to love and making haste to be kind. Every 

fleeting encounter we have is another opportunity, a gift from God than allows us to give, and 

receive, the Risen Christ. May you be blessed as Christ meets you on the road.  Amen. 

*Sermon by The Most Rev. Michael Curry at Washington National Cathedral, March 26, 2016: The Great Vigil of Easter. 


